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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A method for tracking and disseminating information 
conc e rning tools using a n e twork basod syst e m including a s e rv e r and at l e ast on e 
device connected to th e server via a notwork q nformation. said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving product specification information concerning th e tool a tool from a 
user via th e d e vic e ; a device connected to a server via a network; 

comparing the received product specification information with pre-stored 
information on tools; and tools; 

displaying information related to the tool comprising displaying a useful 
remaining life of th e tool. the tool; and 

selecting, via the device, one of a plurality of suppliers that made a request to 
obtain funding to buy the tool. 

2. (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said 
step of r e c e iving tool receiving product specification information further comprises the 
step of receiving information pertaining to features selected by the user. 

3. (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 2 wherein said 
step of receiving information pertaining to features selected by the user further 
comprises the step of receiving information regarding at least one of a part name, part 
number, and a name of a plant that manufactures the part, a part. 

4. (currently amended) A method for tracking and disseminating information 
concerning tools using a n e twork bas e d system including a s e rv e r and at l e ast on e 
device conn e ct e d to the s e rver via a n e twork a nformation, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving product specification information concerning th e tool a tool from a 
user via th e d e vice comprising the step o f a device connected to a server via a network, 
wherein said receiving product specification information comprises receiving a 
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funding request for tho tooh request to obtain funding to buy the tool configured to 
make a part; 

comparing the received product specification information with pre-stored 
information on tools; and 

displaying information related to the tool. 

5. (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 4 wherein said 
step of rec e iving tool information dat a receiving product specification information 
from a user further comprises the step of receiving approval or disapproval in 
response to a funding r e qu e st for th e tool. the request to obtain funding. 

6. (currently amended) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said 
step of displaying information related to the tool further comprises the step of 
displaying a funding r e qu e st p e rtaining to the tool. the request to obtain funding. 

7. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said 
step of displaying information related to the tool further comprises the step of 
displaying a specification for the tool. 

8. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein said 
step of displaying information related to the tool comprises the step of displaying a 
price for the tool. 

9. (currently amended) A method for tracking and disseminating information 
conc e rning tools using a n e twork bas e d system including a server and at least one 
d e vic e conn e ct e d to tho server via a network i nformation, said method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving product specification information concerning th e tool a tool from a 
user via th e d e vic e ; a device connected to a server via a network; 

comparing the received product specification information with pre-stored 
information on tools; and tools; 
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displaying information related to the tool comprising the step of displaying 
information pertaining to the process by which the tool is mad e . is made: and 

selecting, via the device, a name of a supplier that uses the tool. 

1 0. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said step of displaying information related to the tool further comprises the step of 
displaying a name of a plant where the tool is manufactured. 

11. (canceled) 

12. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said step of displaying information related to the tool further comprises the step of 
displaying a condition of the tool. 

13. (previously presented) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein 
said step of displaying information related to the tool further comprises the step of 
displaying a quote for the tool. 

14. (original) A method in accordance with Claim 1 wherein the product 
specification information is received from the user via a graphical user interface. 

15. -21. (canceled) 
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